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1 Thessalonians 1

The Women and Men Who
“Turned to God from Idols” (1:9)

aul's greeting in 1 Thess 1:1 indicates that the letter is not only

from him but also from Silvanus and Timothy. This signals
Paul’s high regard for his two co-workers and the important roles they
had in the evangelization of the Thessalonians. It is not evident (nor is it
in the Acts portrayal of this same period) whether others, such as the
wives of Silvanus and Timothy, were accompanying the trio. Neverthe-
less, since it would have been quite typical for the time to not mention
women in such a group, Silvanus and Timothy, if married, may have had
spouses with them. That Paul did not is confirmed by 1 Cor 9:5 where he
states that he (along with Barnabas) had been exceptional in not exercis-
ing his right to be accompanied by a believing wife, at least up until the
writing of 1 Corinthians (about 55-56 CE). In looking at this first extant
letter of Paul and assessing his age as being in the early thirties or more
when he wrote 1 Thessalonians in 50 CE, one might wonder about his
own marital status prior to that point. While in his later writing (1 Cor
7:81 Paul indicates he then had no wife, it remains doubtful that he had

24 1-2 Thessalonians

1 Thess 1:1-10
fore our God and Father your work of
faith and labor of love and steadfast-
ness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
‘For we know, brothers and sisters
beloved by God, that he has chosen
you, *because our message of the gos-
2We always give thanks to God for  pel came to you not in word only, but
all of you and mention you in our alsc in power and in the Holy Spirit and
prayers, constantly remembering be-  with full conviction; just as you know

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Chirist:

Grace to you and peace.

Paul’s respect for Silvanus and Timothy is apparent throughout the
letter,” notably in 1 Thess 2:7, where he describes them as being apostles
along with himself.* Silvanus (Silas is a shortened Greek form) is gener-
ally held to be the Silas referred to in Acts. A leading member of the
Jerusalem church, he was an early Jewish Christian (Acts 15:22), a
prophet, a church emissary (15:32), and possibly a Roman citizen (16:37).
Silas had begun to travel with Paul (15:40) following Paul’s falling out
with Barnabas. Paul's choice to be accompanied by Silas was “certainly
astute, since it had the diplomatic advantage of placing the Pauline mis-
sion under the auspices of Jerusalem.” In naming Silvanus first in 1
Thess 1:1, Paul likely reflects that they had known and collaborated with
each other much longer than had he and Timothy and perhaps that
Silvanus was the older of these two co-workers.

When 1 Thessalonians was written, Timothy, who was later to become
one of Paul’s most often mentioned and dependable of co-workers, had
been with Paul only for those months since Paul and Silas had preached
first in Derbe and then in Lystra (Acts 16:2), Timothy’'s town. Timothy
was the son of a Jewish mother, Eunice. She and her mother, Lois,® had
become Christians, probably when Paul and Barnabas initially evange-
lized in their region. Their names are known from 2 Tim 1:5.
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The Holy Family 13

throstle, and gives the crown to the mule as the speculative
identity of the extremes. In reality, the invention of the throstle
and the mule immediately made possible the application of water-
power to those machines, but Critical Criticism sorts out the
principles lumped together by crude history and makes this
application come only later, as something quite special. In reality
the invention of the steam-engine preceded all the above-mentioned
inventions; according to Criticism it is the crown of them all and
the last.

In reality the business ties between Liverpool and Manchester in
their present scope were the result of the export of English goods;
according to Criticism they are the cause of the export and both
are the result of the proximity of the two towns. In reality nearly
all goods from Manchester go to the Continent via Hull, according
to Criticism via Liverpool.

In reality all grades of wages exist in English factories, from 1s 6d
to 40s and more; but according to Criticism only one rate is
paid — 11s. In reality the machine replaces manual labour; according
to Criticism it replaces thought. In reality the association of workers
for wage rises is allowed in England, but according to Criticism it is
prohibited, for when the Mass wants to allow itself anything it
must first ask Criticism. In reality factory labour is extremely tiring
and gives rise to specific diseases —there are even special medical
works on them; according to Criticism “excessive exertion cannot
be a hindrance to work, for the power is provided by the machine”.
In reality the machine is a machine; according to Criticism it has a
will, for as it does not rest, neither can the worker, and he is
subordinated to an alien will.

But that is still nothing at all. Criticism cannot be content with
the mass-type parties in England; it creates new ones, including a
“factory party”, for which history may be thankful to it. On the
other hand, it lumps together the factory-owners and the factory
workers in one massive heap— why bother about such trifles! —
and decrees that the factory workers refused to contribute
to the Anti-Corn-Law League® not out of ill-will or because of

14 Karl Marx and Frederick Engels

maximum of twelve hours. It decrees that England is to become a
huge workshop for the world, although the un-Critical mass of
Americans, Germans and Belgians are ruining one market after
another for the English by their competition. Lastly, it decrees that
neither the E)ropertied nor the non-propertied classes in England
are aware of the centralisation of property and its consequences for
the working classes, although the stupid Chartists think they are
well aware of them; the Socialists maintain that they expounded
those consequences in detail long ago, and even Tories and Whigs
like Carlyle, Alison and Gaskell have proved their knowledge of
them in their works.

Criticism decrees that Lord Ashleys Ten Hour Bill® is a half-
hearted juste-milien measure and Lord Ashley himself “a true
illustration of constitutional action”? while the factory-owners, the
Chartists, the landowners—in short, all that makes up the mass
nature of England—have so far considered this measure as an
expression, the mildest possible one admittedly, of a downright
radical principle, since it would lay the axe at the root of foreign
trade and thereby at the root of the factory system—nay, not
merely lay the axe to it, but cut deeply into it. Critical Criticism
knows berter. It knows that the ten hour question was discussed
before a “commission” of the Lower House, although the un-
Critical newspapers try to make us believe that this “commission”
was the House itself, “a Committee of the Whole House" 7; but Criticism
must needs do away with that eccentricity of the English Constitu-
tion,

Critical Criticism, which itself begets its opposite, the stupidity of the
Mass, also produces the stupidity of Sir James Graham: by a
Critical understanding of the English language it puts things in his
mouth which the un-Critical Home Secretary never said, just to
allow Critical wisdom to shine brighter in comparison with his
stupidity. Graham, according to Criticism, says that the machines
in the factories wear out in about twelve years whether they work
ten hours a day or twelve, and that therefore a Ten Hour Bill
would make it impossible for the capitalists to reproduce in twelve
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